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MAJOR JESSE MARCEL; FOLK HERO OR MYTHOMANIAC!

By Robert G. Todd
The grossly overblown Roswell incident would have remained
buried in yellowed newspaper clippings without the "restimony”
af Major Jesse A. Marcel, the intelligence officer at Roswell
Army Air Field (RAAF) who took the telephone call from Chaves
County Sherift George Wilcox on that fateful Monday, July 7,
1947, Although certain crashed-saucer promolers have at-
tempied to change the date Mareal first heard about the incident
in order to accommodate the ever-changing "conventional wis-
dom," or to accommodate the flawed (or. manufactured) "memo-
riegs” of new "witnesses” as they surlace, the fact remains that
Marcal himsgl! claimed he got the call on Monday, July 7, 1947,

Sheriff Wilcox presumably informed Marcel that W.W,
"Mack" Brazel had ambled into his office with his story of findin
gtrange dabris on the ranch he cperated in Lincoln County, wa
outside Sheriff Wilenx's jurlsdiction. . According to Marcel, he
and -a Counierintelligence Corps (CIC) -agent accompanied
Brazel back to the ranch and saw "Wreckage . . . scattered over
an arga abou! three quarters of a mile long and several hundred
fear wide." Marcel said tha object -- whatever |1 was -- hadn't
actually struck the ground, bul appeared to have exploded in the
air and fell to the ground. One has to wonder why Marcel never
mantioned sesing the long gouge the object allagadly mada in
fhe earth when it supposedly fouched down and shad a larga
quuntlglul detris. bul apparently nol enough debris to prevent il
from ing ofl -again only to crash al a second site miles
away. The grashed-saucer promotars have yet to explain this
onvious discrapancy

The debris described by Margel - both back in 1847 and
decades laier -- bears an uncanny resemblance to the debris one
would expect to find from a train of weather balloons and radar
rargats.  He deseribed "small baamg about three aighths or a
hall ingh square with some sort ol hieroglyphics on them that
nobody could read." These "beams” looked like balsa wood, but,
of course, they weren't balsa wood at all, according to Major
Marcel. He-gald tha beams couldn't be brokan or burned, and
he attributed similarly indestructible gualities W the other bits ol
debris he saw. Tha tinfoil (which, of course, wasn't tinfoil at all)
wag as thin as the foil in a pack of cigarattes, yet it couldn't ba
bent or even dented. Marcel claimed that “one of the boys"
{never identified by name) weant o him and told him that he had
tried to dent the tinfoil with & sixteen pound sledgehammer, but
it wouldn't dent, a claim Marcel apparently accepted without
question, avan t h ha hadn't witneszad tha attempt himeadl
Major Marcel said "It was possible to flex thiz stuff [the tinfoill
back and lorth, even lo wrinkle it, but you could not put a crease
in it that would stay, nor could you dent it at all."

lo hear the crashed-saucer promoters tell it, Marcel's
credibility is unguestioned.  Afer -all, he was the intelligence
officer for the only atomic bomb unit then in existence in the
entire world, an “elite” unit of hand-picked men who were cho
san for their expartisa  But just how reliable was ha? To find
oul, | obtained a copy ol bis military personnel lile, which con-
sists of naar? iwo hundred pages of material relating to his
carear in the Air Force,

In his interviews with various Hoswell "investigators,”
Marcel made certain cialms about hig military service. Ona of
those claims was that he had served in the National Guard both
in Louisiana and Texas, Mareel's personnal file confirms that he
served as an enlisted man in an infantry company with the Lou-
isiana National Guard from June 1826 to June 1929, and that he
was honorably discharged as a sergeant, The file also confirms
that he served as an enlisted man in an artillery unit with the
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Texas National Guard from July 1838 to June 1939, and that he
wag honorably discharged with the rank of privata. The file also
shows that, in January 1842, while still employed with the Shell
Oil Company in Houston, Texas, Marcel applied for an appoint-
meni as a second lieutenant in the "Officers’ Reserve Corps.”
and requested assignment fo the Air Force Combat Command
(AFCC). According to the records, in February 1942, Marcal
was recommended for appointment 1o second leutenant in the
Army of the United States (AUS), “for duty with the Army Air
Forcag”. He accepted the appointment and entared active duty
in April 1942, just as he had claimed to Roswell investigators.
But the personnel file becomes far more interesting when com-
parad against Marcel's more impressive claims about his mili-
tary garvica,

For example, Marcel claimed he was an aide (o0 General
Hap Arnold, and that it had been Arnold who decided he should
go 1o intelligence school. This claim is false. As already noted,
when Marcel applied for an appointment ag a second lieutenant,
he was still working tor the Shell O Company 0 Houston,
Texas. When Marcel accepted the adppointment and entered
active duty, his very first assignment was as a student at the
Army Air Forces Intelligence School (AAFIS) in Harrigburg,
Penngylvania. The decision o send him to intelligance school
had been made by lthe Air Furce even before Marcel avcepled
the appointment and before he served even one day in the Army
Air Foroes. Mot only was the decision to sand Marcel to intelli
gence school made betore Marcel éven entered the service, but
It was also decided that, ‘after completing intelligence school,
Marcel would be assigned to a combat unit as a "Photo Inter-
pretation Officer," both decisions undoubtedly based on Marcel's
employment at Shell 0il where he made maps rom aenal pho-
tographs. Marcel's claim was a blatant (alsehood, Moreover,
the nature of his claim does not lend itsall 1o an innocent expla-
nation, except perhaps for delusions of grandeur.

mMarcel algo claimad nhe had “flying experience” prior 10
going into the Air Force, and that he had been a “privale pilot”
who had started flying in 1828, He said he had accumulated
3,000 hours of MHight time as a pilot, and 8,000 hours of total
flying time. His personnal file, however, does not support these
claimes. Nowhera on his application for appointment (completed
and signed by Marcel in January 1942), or the "Classification
Questionnaire for Rescrve Officers” {completed and signed by
Marcal in February 1942), did he mention gmy exparience as a
pilat. He didn't even mention that he had fown in aircrall as a
passenger, although he did reveal important pieces of informa-
tion such asz his hobbies of amateur photography and amateur
radio, and that he had acted in school and community plays, and
had sung in & quarter over radio and ar parties. His participa-
tion in volleyball. baseball, and lernis was noted in other official
records as well, but the closest he came o indicating any oivil
ian involvamant with anything airborne was his description ot his
work for Shall Oil Company, whara he made maps from aerial
photographs. If indeed he had a private pilot's certificate in
givilian life, he never hinted at it in any of the many official
forme and other documenis he was reguired to complate or
verify throughout his military career. It doesn't seem likely that
modesty prevenied him Irom revealing this information to the air
arm of the military services.

Among Margel's other claims wag that he flew in combat
as a waist gunner, a bombardier, and as a plint. Whila his par-
sonnel file indicates he flew on comba!l missions, it does not
sU t his more impressive claims. Since Marcel's primary
Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) was "Intelligence Staft
Officer (Combat),” we may reasonably assume he flew on com-
bal missions o assess bomb damage, and/or to identify possible
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future targetc or targets of opportunity. The recorde show that,
throughout hie entire Air Force career, he Rad no aerorautical
rating whatsoaver, not as a bombardier, nor in any other crew
position. Bombardiers required extensive training, and nowhere
in his file doas it show he roceived such training, or thal ha was
aven congidarad for such training. Pilote also requirad RYIansive
training, and, again, the file shows Marcel did not receive that
iraining, nor was he even considered for such training, His
"Reserva Officer Caroer Brief,” dated 20 Novamber 184/, lisis
his lying experience as "NONE." In anather document in the
lile, dated |9 Augusi 1948, General Rame specifically stated
that Marcel wastﬂﬂ a rated pilot, a fact Ramey noted would
limit Maroel's sareor in tho Air Foree:

Mavarthelegg, 11 appeare that many World War || bombar
pilots allnwed each member ol the crew (including enlisled per-
sonnel) an opportunity to fly the aircraft at least once, 50 they
would be more familiar with the controls should the pilot and
copilot become incapacitated. It seams this practice was crad-
itad for saving more than one ship and its crew, I Marcel [J:'-
loted any aircraft during the war, it surely was when the pilot et
him fiy the plane to familiarize him with the controls. Had the
pilot and copilot actually become incapacitated and nad Marcel
hean called upon to save the ship, you can be cerlain we would
liave heard about it. That is the only set of circumstances under
which Marcel would have been allowed 1o pilot an aircraft in
combalt,

Ag for his claim that he tlew as a waist gunner, e
records shuw he had no training for that position either. Accord-
ing to the file, Marcal was scored for his proficiency in the use
of firearms, and scored an unimpressive 44'% with a pistol. The
rerardd alen show he fired 25 rounds from & Thompson subma-
chine gun, 40 rounds from a carbine, and 20 rounds from a 22-
caliber rifle. According to his service rocord, that was tha full
axtant of hig hande-on exposure to tirearms. Furthermaora, tha
position of waist gunner was an anlisted man's position, not an
oificer's position. Even so, bombardiers and navigators alse had
training as qunners — but intelligence officers did not. Mowhere
doass Marcel's service record chow he had -any traimng as a
gunner.

Given the above lacts, [t might seem downright incredible
that Marcal actually claimed he had been awarded five Air Mad-
ale bacause he shot down live enemy planes whila manning tha
waist gun of a B-24 nomber. The official records, however,
show otherwise., These records — some signed by Marcel him-
selt — clearly show he was awarded only two Air Medals (one
Air Modal and an oak leaf cluster for a subsequent award ol the
same medal), Moraover, tha citations glvln& the reasons for the
awards make absolutely no mention of Marcel's having shot
down even one enemy aircraft, In fact, the citations maka it
cloar the medals were awarded because Marcel had flown on
anough combal missiong for anough hours lo quality for the
awaruds.

While commendable, two Air Medals are nol five. In
terms of numbere, Marcal claimed he received 150% mora Air
Medale than he actually recelved, a significant exaggeration by
any reasomable slandard. He also grossly misrepresented the
pircumstances under which the medals ware awarded. And,
onoe again, there is no innocent explanation for this rather glar-
ing discrapancy.

There may be a gran of truth lo his claims of manning a
waist gun, to the extent he was allowed to squocze off a fow
rounds to see what it was like, bul the claim he shot down tive
anamy aircraft and was awarded five Air Medals as a resull is &
blatant lie. Five confirmed "kills" (officially called "victories™)
would have made Marcel an "ace,” and his achievement would
have bean noted in hig sarvice record in no uncertain terms. It
is not.

Marcel also conlributed to a misunderstanding regarding
his rank. The military ranking system has changed significantly

over the years, becoming less complicated in the process. |he

crashed-saucer promoters never fall m mention that Marcel
attgined the rank of lieutenant colonet, as it this automatically
bestows credibility on anything he had to say. What they don't
gay (probably because they don’t know it) is that Marcal's active-
duty rank naver rose above major. When he lelt active duly in
September 1350, the highest rank he had attained while on
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activa duty was still major. Marcel told receptive (if not eager)
Roswell “investigators™ that he was promoted to lieutenant colo-
nel in December 1947, but that - incredibly — he didn't find out
about the promeotion until ha left tha service {presumably mean-
ing when he lefi active duty), hacause “They kept me 50 busy |
never even looked al my personal files.”

The official records show that Marcel was indecd pro
moted to lisutenant colonal in Decambar 1947 - in the Air Forpe
Rogervg  Daspite his resarve rank, his active-duty rank was still
Hgi::r. iNuu:.u.ir walked around saluting him and calling him
"Colonel.”

As for his claim thal he didn't find out about the promo-
fion unhl atter he left the servics, It was an outright Tie. Not
only did he knuw aboul the promotion, bul he had specitically
re ted it in a 28 October 1947 fetter to the commanding
officer of the 508th Bomb Group. By latter dated 20 Novembar
1047, Marcel wag informed he had heen appainted a linutenant
ealnngl “In the Otficers Reserve Corps,” and was lurther advised
that the appointment would be cancelled il he did not acoept it
by signing the oath of offica "within a reasonabla time.” Marcel
signed the oath on 1 December 1847, thereby accepting the
appointment officially. Marcel claimed they had kept him so
busy that he didn't find out about. the promaotion until he left
active duty in September 1950, almost three years later!

It appears Marcel ted the faithful nther lles about his
hackground. He told Roswall “investigators® that he had a
bachelor's degree in Physics from The George Washington Uni-
versity in Washington, D.C. Marcel had been stationed in Wash-
ington during part ot his assignment with the Strategic Alr Com-
mand (SAC), from 16 August tu 9 November 1948, and during
his assignment with the Air Force organization responsible for
deteating foreign atomic explosions, from 28 December 184E to
September 1850 He-also claimad ha attended the |inivarsity of
Wizconsin, Ohio State Urniversity. New York University, and
Louisiana State University (LSU), _

The forms Marcel filled out himself prior to-éntaring
active duty show that he claimed he attended LSU for one raar
On one form he said he had been a “spacial student,” while on
another e said he had taken non-credit courses in Mathemalics,
Cnglish, and Phyaics. On records dated later, the one year at
LSU grew to one and a hall years, with no abvious axplanatinn
for e discrapancy, aside from the fact that the information had
to have come from Marcel himsell. There are no records in the
file tha! show the Air Force made any attemipt to verify his at-
tandance al LSU. When 1 wrola to LSU ta verify Marcal's
glaim, they Informed ma they could find no record ol him. al-
though they did find the records for his son. A secand search
praduced the same resulta.

Mareel claimed he completed work on his bachelor's
dagrea ar The George Washington Univarsity, and that he had in
fact received a degree. Yel, when | wrote to the University,
they informed me they could find no record of Marcel. And,
once again, a second search produced the same resulls.

Mo atlempt was made to contact the other universities he
claimed he attended, alt there is no Indication he ever
lived in Wisconain, Ohio, or Mow York where he would have had
the opportunity to attend these universities in person. When he
left _active duty in Septembar 1950, ha apparently returned to
Louisiana where he was self-employed as a television repair-
man. None of the records in Marcel's personnel fila  with the
records dating as late as Juna 1958 when he was dischargen
from the Air Force Reserve, long after he left Washingtun, D.C.
and returned to Louisiana — show he attended college, ex-
cept for that one and a half years at LSU which Marcal himeall
had characterized as non-credit.

During a Deacembar 1979 interview with Bob Prall. then a
reporter with the National Enquirer, Marcel was asked how long
he stayed at Roswell following the Roswell incident. He said he
wase lransferred to Washington, D.C., the "latter part ol 1847 °
whera ha gaid he wag givan a thy title of some kind. But,
according lo the olficial records, Marcel was assigned to the
509th Bombardment Wing at Walker Air Force gase (AFB),
Roswall, New Mexico, until 16 August 1848, when he was Irans-
ferred o SAC headouarters at Andrews AFB, Washingion, D.C.
That was more than a year aftér the Roswell incident had taken
place. We'll never know for sure whether Marcel was lying, or
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just badly confused. Whatever the cause, the crashed-saucer
promoters use Marcel's erroneous statement to suggest that,
contrary to what they might have expected it Marcel had really
gooted on the Hoswell incident, his superiors immediately pro-
moted him and transferred him e a position of even greater
responsibility. It sounds good, but the timing is off by about a
yoar.

At SAC, Marcal was givan the title of "Chiaf, Technical
Trends & Developments. Alien Capabllities Section, Inmelligence
Division, Headquarters, prasumably the lenathy title he had
alluded to during the interview with Bob Pratt. Marcel ramained
at Andrews AFB until 8 November 1948, when he transferred -
along with SAC headnuarters - 10 OHutl AFR, Nahbraska, where
he held the same title. On 20 December 1848, he was in
tranaferred, from SAC to the 1000th ﬁa‘minl Weapons Squadron
(part ol Headguariers Command) in Washington, D.C., whare
he was made the officer in charge of the "War Room, Intelli-
gence  Branch, Operations Division, AFDAT-1." AFOAT-1
(1000th Special Weapons Squadron) was responsible for operat-
ing tha Leng Ranga Datection Program (LRDP), which was
intended to dlert the United States 1o awomic axplosions that
occurred anywhera in the world, especially in the Soviet Union,

Marcel furmshed Pratt (and others) with details of his
asgignment at AFOAT-1. In fact, he made the rather astonigh-
ing (and aqually impregsiva) claim hal, whan AFDIAT-1 deteciad
the first Soviet atomic explosion in 1949, Marcel himself had to
write a reporl on it. “In faet” he claimed, "| wrote the very
raport Pragsident Truman read on the air declaring that Ruggia
had aypioded an aramic davice - Coriously, President Troman
never wenl on the air o announce Lthe Soviel A-bomb explosion,
Instead, the White House issued a written astatement, so
Marcel's claim s false right from the start. |n addition, no
documentation has surfaced to support Marcel's ciaim 1o fame,
while records have surfaced that suggest Marcel Infiated  his
role. Among the records on the Soviet A-bomb explosion that
have surfaged are formerly top secrat rocords from AFOAT 1
that found their way into Prasident Truman's files. Not surprig-
ingly. Marcel's. name does not appear anywhere in these re-
cords, including records of the advisory group convened to evalu-
ate AFOAT 1's data and conclusions. The group consisted of
[ Vannevar Bugh, Ur. Hobert Hacher [former AEL sommis-
sioner), Or. J. Robert Oppenhaimer, and Admiral W_.5. Parsons.
With AFOAT-1's lechnical director, Doyle Northrup, and various
penerals, colonels and lieutenant colonels in the chain of com-
mand batween Marcel and the President, it isn’t tarribly likely
Marcel was telling the truth. But -what has also surfaced is a
copy of the White Housa statement itself, complete with correc-
tions. Nothing about the typed, one page statement suggests
Marcel had anything whatever to do with it. Given his lies about
mther aspects of his background, there |8 |ittle reason o give
Marcel's claim any credence whatsoever, )

Although the debris recovered from the Foster Ranch
was identitied officially as debris from a weather balloon that
carried aluminum radar targes, Marcal claimed this explanation
was only & “cover story” intended 1o gel the press oll General
Ramey's back. According to Marcel, he "was acquainted with
virtually every tgép-a ol weather-obgervation or radar tracking
davice being used by either the civiliang or the military. |1 was
definitely not a weather or tracking device . . . ." he said,

In The Roawell Ingident, written by Charles Berlitz and
Wilhamy Moore and published in 1980, the authors lead the
regder to believe that radar targets ol the kKind found by Brazel
werg in widespread use throughoul the United States around the
time of the Roawell incident. Nearly every Roawell "researcher”
since then hag repeated thiz myth, which ig usually accompanied
by a nuote atrinated to Mack RArazel o the affect that ha had
found weather balloons on the ranch on two prior occasions, but
that what he found in June (et July) did not resemble the previ-
ous balloons. Although Brazel made no mention of findi
weather balloons with the unusual radar targets, the cra
saucer promoters find it extremely convenienl 10 asgume his is
what Brazel meant. Since they assume Brazel found radar
targaete before, obviously he would havae bean able to recognize
the one he found on June 14th, if indead that had been what it
was. Likewise, since Marcel claimed he was acquainted with
virtually every type ol weather-observation or radar tracking
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davice, surely he would have recognized the Hoswell debrig tar
what it was, had it bean a radar largel,

~ As reported in the first issue of The Cowflop Quarterly,
radar targeis were not in widagpread use that the time of the
Roswell incident, ‘and, wishiul ihinking aside, thare 18 no poad
reason to believe Brazel every recovered one prior 1o June 14,
1947. Mor is there any good reason to believe Marcel was ac-
quainted with radar targets. Marcal wae an intelligance officer,
nmot a weather officer. Radar wargets wera not in widesproad
use either by civilians or the military. And, while not a highly
sophisticated piece ol equipment, radar targets were a highly
specialized piece of equipment unknown to most people except
the ralative handfol nf people who used tham.

The myth thal radar targets were |0 widespread use
allows the crashed-ssucer promoters to claim a "common, ordi
nary” radar targe! wag gubstituted for the "real” Roswell dobris
that was spiritad away Io snme high-security facility. But since
these radar targets weren'l in widespread use, and weren'l
available either at Hoawell Army Air Field or at Fort Worth
Army Air Flald, there was no convenieni stock from which such
a target could be drawn for employment in the mind-boggling
cover-up, Those Roswell “investigalors™ who are Interested in
protecting the Roswell myth {and thair reputations, such as they
are), just ignore theee facte and blithely go about their busincss
ol elaiming Hrarel and Marcel both would have been able 1o
identify & radar target when thay saw one, |f they ignore the
facts, they don't have to explain why it is they've been promoting
thair fallacious contantions for up to fiftean years.

sSnme orashed-saucer promoters (one in particular) point
to the fact that Major Marcel attended radar intelligence sohool,
and they try to convince us that he would have known all about
radar targots for that reason. But their argument is utter non-
senge.  According to Marcel’s personnal file, he attended the
"Radar |ntelligance Officars Courss™ fram 13 August to 8 Sap-
tamber 1945. The certificate of completion lists the subjects
taught in that course, which were Basic Radar AN/APS-15A;
Seope Interpratation; Hadar Navigation, Hadar Bombing; Target
Study; Mission Planning: Alrcraft Recognition; Radar Counter-
measures;, and Scope Photography. MNone of these subjects
suggests Marcal had oven an introduction to the use of radar
targets tor meaguring the direclion and epeed of winds aloft,
which was tha usual provinea-of weather officers. Tha noures
obvicusly was designed Lo help oflicers gather intelligence data,
not weather data.

Marce!'s dubious claims aside, there e no good reazon to
hetiave he avan knew radar targets axistad, much lnss what they
looked like. Given ihe frenzy of llying saucer reporis around the
time of the Roswell incident, ia it really any wonder Marcel's
identification of tha debris defaulted to *Hying dise” when he was
shown mangled matallic dabris from a pleca of nighly spacialized
aguipment he had never seen before? Yet some Roswell cheer-
leaders felgn incredulity whenever somebody suggests Marcel
was caught up in the moment and simply made a stupid mis-
take  Add 10 tha mix his embarrassmant ar baing mada 1o ook
likg @ (ool when lhe debris was finally shown 10 8 wealher offi-
cer who identified it correctly, Mo doubt it was humiliation that
motivated Marcal to chase Irving Nowton around Gonaral
Ramay's office trying to convinea him the debris really had come
from an-alien spaceship. And we can reasonably suppose thal
fear of further humiliation motivated Marcel to embellish details
of his military service, and to coneoct hiz elaim that the Roswall
debris wasn't from weather balloong and radar ftargets — even
though hal's esaclly whal it lovoked like — because the debris
was virtually indestructible (except to the extenl that |t appar-
antly had a problem with "common, ordinary” lightning, if you
baliava tha m?mmangy:-.

One of the more imaginative of the Roswell promolers,
Kevin "Wrang Way" Mandle, has concocted an embarrassingl
ridiculous rationalization to delude himself into beliaving Marce
knaw all ahout radar targats, and that there was Indasd a sourcsa
ol radar fargels available W the 508th Bomb Group. It seems
Mandle corresponded with Irving Newton and Newton revealed
the fact that weather balloone with radar targets had heon used
during the atomic bomb tests. “Wrong Way~ obsarvaed how the
508th Bomb Group had participaied in the A-bomb lests during
Operation Crossroads. From that one observation, "Wrong
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Wiz" mada the prodigious leap to the conclusion — expressad in
a March 7, 1995 letter to: FProt. Charles H, Moore, formeriy of
the N¥U Balloon Group at Alamogordo — that "Hawin targets
would have been available to the S09th because of that."

"Wrong Way" went on to make similarly astute obsarva-
tions with regpact to Hobart Porter's testimony. Porter had gain
he handied several packages wrapped in brown papes Ihal werg
put on the plane going to Fort Worth, One package was irinngw-
lar, and about two or throo foet long. Other packages wero the
tize of choo boxee. Randie obgerved:

It sounds as if the wrappings concealed the remains of a
rawin target. |t seems that the evidence suggests that
the rawin target came from Hogwell [he quesnon then,
is it pne that had been on the base, or is il (he remains
of something picked up on the Drazel ranch, It seams
logical, based on the fact the 608th participated in Opera-
tion Crossroads, they would have had aceess o the rawin
rargers.

Incredibly, what "Wrang Way" was saying was that radar
targate warae uged during Operation Crossroads. Singe the
AlEth Romb Group participated in Crossroads, they would have
had access (0 radar targets (as though the targets were standard
issue equipment for A-bomb groups). And since Robert Porter’s
testimony clearly suggests he placed a radar target {(in brown
wrapping paper) on board the aircraft going to Fort Worth, it
musl have been a radar target the 509th took out of their own
stock of radar targets, so that it could be flown to Fort Worth
whera General Ramey could use it in place of the "real” Roswell
debris.

It's always interesting lu see the pathelically desperate
lengths 1o which the crashed-saucer promoters will go to avoid
the obvious conclusion that the debrig recovered from the Foster
Ranch did indead congisl of weathar halloons and radar targels,

Precise wind information was needed during atomic tests
for a number of reasons, not the least of which being congarns
for tha cafety of obsarvere. Without accurate wind information,
it would have been Impossible to predict where radicactive fail-
oul might come down, Radar largels were specialized weather
equipment that afforded accurate measurements of wind direc-
tion and speed. They were not necessary to deliver atomic
bombg ta their targete, and they certainly weren't nacessary to
detonate atomic bombs once dropped on their targets, Contrary
1o whal "Wrong Way" would have ua believe, radar targets were
not standard-issue aguipment for atomic bomb groups, which
had no uge for tham,

Major Marcel also claimed he got shot down once, on his
third mission. Not only did he claim he got shot down, but ho
aleo claimed that, when he bailed out, hie main parachute mal-
tunctioned and failled 1o open. He said he ballad out al eight
thousand feel and fell six thousand leet before he gol his re-
gerve parachute &Pen laavlnpg him a margin of error of only 1wo
thousand feat, When ratt asked Marcel if avaryona sur-
vived, Mareal said, “All bt ona prashed into a mountain.” One
u;luts the feeiing Marcel would have claimed he had been one of
the men who died whén he crashed into the mountain, If he
thought he could gat away with it. Apparently it would have
taken a digcrepancy that obvious in nature before ceriain of the
crashed-saucer promolers started doubting Marcel's veracity,
Marcel's personnel file does not confirm his claim of being shot
down, nor does it dispute it. But considering his other fanciful
claims, thare is reason (o doubt the siory.

Given Major Marcel's documented inclination loward
Walter Mitty-like fantasies, and his propensity for making wildly
exaggerated claime, coupled with hig ambarragsmant ovar hav-
ing made a stupid mistake back in 1847, any slalemants he
made in connection wilth the Roswell incident are virtually worth-
less, except to the faithful who will continue 1o cling to Marcel
ag a knight in ghining armor. In hig Showtime movie, Hoswall,
Paul Davids did nis fevel best to turn Major Marcel into a lolk
herg who blazed the trail to the "truth” aboul the Reswell inci-
dent, But the truth is that Major Marcel was a mythomaniac
who was responsible for the brouhaha back in 1847, and without
whom the Hoswell story would never have lived again in tha
1880s and '90s. Clearly Marcel had a problem with the truth,

Friday, December 8, 1995

In Marcel's "testimony,” wa see the origing of avery
sansational claim being made about the Roswell Incident, re-
peated -and embellished by “witnesses” - real and imagined -
who have followed in his footsteps. Although he never men-
tioned the recovery ol bodies, g face-saving claim that the
debrisz was “not of the Earth” certainly opened the door for oth-
ers 10 make that claim. Margel primed the pump of sensational
claims, and it's been gushing ever since.

The Roswell incident has emarged as a myth of such
power and allure that it is nn longer in Aanybody's best Intereasis
tu sesk — or admil 1o - the truth, The town of Roswell profits
from increased tourism. The supposed Roswell "wilnesses” riat
thair two hours-of fame, and immaortality in the history books,
Tha Roswall “invastigators” garner the adulation ol their peers
(assuming Lhey have any), and the royalties from book and
movie deals. The UFO "organizations” enjoy a new respectabil:
ity they otharwige haven't bean able to achieve after nearly fifty
years of worthless “resaarch”: and ar leagt ona politician geis his
face plastersd g over labloid TV so thal s Gonslituents gel the
misimpression that he's actually doing something besidea col
lecting a fat salary — just in lime for the 1996 alection. 15 it any
wonder the truth has been iost in this hodgepodge of vastad
interests?

It's time the fanatical true believers (if indead that's what
they are} started questioning the accuracy and veracity of the
“testimony” certain alleged witnesses have given. For too long
that testimony has been held inviolable. No matter how sensa-
tional or nonsensical, alleged “eyewilness” lestimony in the
Roswell case is presumad to be- trus until proven otherwisae,
While the sell-proclaimed Hosweall “axperts™ toul themselves as
sophisticated, worldly investigators capable ol discerning (he
most subtle of disingenuous statements uttered by government
offigials, thoy aro almost childlike in their blind, enthusiastic
acceptance ol everything utterad by anybody who claims 10 have
witnessed some aspect of the Roswell non-event. so long as
their ¢laims are consistent with the alien spaceship myth., Con-
veniently, only those witnesses whose testimony conflicts with
the alien spaceship myth are considerad mistaken or liars

During the preparation of his article, Major Marcel's
son, Jesse Marcel, Jr., was contacted three timas in an effort to
glicit information that might explain some of the obvious disorep-
ancies in hig father's various claims. It indead he had any ra-
tional axplanations, he chose not to furnish them. .

Marcel, Jr.. was also guestioned about the obvious dis-
crepancies botwoen his claime and those of his fathar in regard
to the "beams” that constituted part of the Hoswell wrackage
Marcel, Jr., claims the beams were shaped like °| beams,”
whereas his father -- in more than one interview — stated they
wore solid members that were equare or rectangular in cross
gection. | questioned Marpael, Jr.. on thig point many maonths
ago, bul received no response. More recenlly, alter ubserving
that his earlier published claims made no mention of the "I
beam” shape, | asked if his “recollection” of the °| beam" shape
emerged only after he had been subjected to hypnosis. Marcel
hasn't evan acknowledged my leter, much less furnished an
gxplanation for this rather significant discrepancy.
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Happy Holidays!

FROM THE "STAFF" OF
The Cowflop Quarterly

ALS S WOAUk HAYE S W A X HAIE & W A

Comments, suggestions, complaints and gripes should be directed to
Robert G. Todd, | ° : e .
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